[Circulating anticoagulants with antiprothrombinase activity in systemic lupus erythematosus (author's transl)].
Circulating anticoagulants with antiprothrombinase activity were detected in 14 out of 49 patients (i.e. 29%) presenting with severe forms of systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) predominantly renal (29) or extrarenal (20). Nine of these 14 patients had thrombopenia and 8 had a falsely positive Wassermann test. The anticoagulants were more frequently encountered in patients with severe extrarenal manifestations (9/20 cases) than in patients with severe proliferative renal lesions (5/29 cases). They were found in 5 out of 10 patients with arterial and/or venous thrombosis. Anticoagulant levels paralleled the course of the disease during treatment. No haemorrhage was observed in 14 percutaneous renal biopsies performed on 11 patients free from outer coagulopathies. This suggests that the presence of antiprothrombinase anticoagulants in the blood of patients without thrombopenia or other coagulation disorders is compatible with surgery or biopsy of the kidney.